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The Optative in Classical Greek (brief overview)

Main clauses expressing Subordinate clauses in historic sequence (=
e i. wishes ‘oblique’ optative), in

* |i. indirect statements

* ii. indirect questions

* ii. fear clauses

« ii. hypothetical situations (with dv)
« iii. cautious statements (with Qv)

e iv. cautious commands or requests « iv. purpose clauses
(with av) - v. causal clauses referring to an
e v. compliance with a request or alleged/reported reason
cautious taking of permission « vi. effort clauses
(withav)

* vii. subordinate and relative clauses within
e vi. emphatic negation (with dv) subordinate clauses

Bianconi, Magni 2023
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E3ULIU U KYATYPU LANGUAGES AND CULTURES

OBMEH U MPUCTIOCOBSBAHE i&TRANSFER AND ADAPTATION
B AUAAOT R IN DIALOGUE

The Optative in Classical Greek (brief overview)
e c. Temporal and conditional subordinates and restrictive relative clauses
» referring to habitual or repeated action in the past (‘iterative’ optative)

 d. Conditional clauses and restrictive relative clauses with a potential
conditional

* value (‘conditional’ optative)
« e. Restrictive relative clauses referring to possible actions (with Gv)

« f. Subordinate clauses whose main clause contains an optative (‘attracted’
e optative)

Bianconi, Magni 2023
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OBMEH U MPUCTIOCOBSIBAHE i&TRANSFER AND ADAPTATION
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The Optative in Classical Greek (brief overview)

—&v + &V
Main clauses Cupitive optative Potential optative
Subordinate clauses  Oblique optative Possible action in restrictive
Iterative optative relative clauses!?
Conditional optative
Attracted optative

Bianconi, Magni 223
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The Optative in the New Testament Greek

*68 of 28,121 verb forms (Boyer 1988:140)

e Main clauses:
e optative of wish (- &v)
e potential optative (+ dv, not consistently)

e Subordinate clauses
e oblique optative — almost extinct (BUT: indirect qistions)
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Rendering the Optative in Old Church Slavonic:
the New Testament

e Matthew and John - Alekseev 1997, 2005 [@ in Mt]
e Apostle (Acts + Letters, prax) - Hristova-Shomova, Petkov 2019

e73 tokens in the Gr NT
*19 Slav (via the used sources)
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Rendering the Optative in Old Church Slavonic: the New
Testament

e all the attestations employ the perfected aspect of the Slav verb, regargless of the aspectual
nuance in Gr (i.e. +/- Aorist)

*Ti AV YEVOLTO TOUTO vbT0 0\'B0 c¢ BARAETE A 5:24

*TLOG AV YOp duVaLUNY KAKO 0YBO MOr [pA30yMBTH cont. add.] A 8:31
£l SUvaVTO EEDONL TOV TTAOTOV ALPE BB3MOKAAXR BB3BABLIH copaBb A 27:39

LI YEVOLTO AA Ne BRAECTS (5x/ 17X Gr, 1%t in the frequency list by Bianconi,
Magni 2023)
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Optatives in the Didactic Gospel
*40 tokens

*29 with perfective present
o but: raaroaaTH
el 6& AéyoL tig, Cramer, 1, 180.13-26
1.5¢.8-9 aljIe AH KTO FATb®

E3ULIU U KYATYPU LANGUAGES AND CULTURES

OBMEH U MPUCTIOCOBSIBAHE i;{&TRANSFER AND ADAPTATION
B AUAAOT R IN DIALOGUE

Cond. Lex
Imper. 2,3% 2,3%

6biTn
7,0%

MoLum
7,0%

nmbtun

7,0%

Pres. Perf.
72,5%
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Optatives in the Didactic Gospel

®+ X0TBTH

StapaBol tic av tolc Twv ayiwv AnootoAwv Mpaéeowv evtuywv. Cramer I, 114. 12-25
AL|IE AW KBTO XOLHETH OYRBABTH (R5ABTH WGH) rako MyozH RBPOBALLIA KHAORH® AA MOYBTET
A'BANHI ATIAbcKkA= 41.193d17-194a1

®+ UM'BTH
nept toutou Tl av glnotg, Cramer, 11, 286.29-287. 7

6.32¢l2-13 a 0 céMb ¥T0 HMALLH peLpIH®
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Optatives in the Didactic Gospel

®+ MOL{IH

1. (19) Tt av Tig elmoL tag xYAevaoiag avt®yv, Chrys. 58: 590.35-592.22
Kotova 2022

KBTO BO MOKETH HZAPELHH MPBABCTH HXB® 19.95b13-97c11

2.(19) Ti av T irol tac Aowdopiac Chrys. 58: 590.35-592.22 Kotova 2022
KBTO MOKETh HLHHCTH oKAeBeTANHRA® 19.95b13-97¢11

3. (41) Tivec 6¢€ av vonBeliev ot napattnoapevol; Cramer 1, 113. 32 - 114.12+
ICAKO OY'BO MOKEMB PAZOYMETH® ICBTO COV'Th WTB)EKBLLIEH CA® 193b19-193cl
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Optatives in the Didactic Gospel

*+ BbITH

1.(38) enel mg av €ln onueiov; Cram Supp. // Alje AW NH KAKO KCTb
ZNAMeNbH BbiTH® 180b10-12

2. (39) eikotwg av g tadta girot. Cramer |, 17. 22- 18.1 g5 wHeTHNOY
( herhnoy WG + ce WG) peTENO BOYAETH 185d02-3

3. (39) kalto tol lakwp oUtwc bot Tic av cupPfav. Cramer |, 460.2-13/
HAIKKOBAE TAKOKAE CABBIRBLUE ¢ BRUABTH ecTh- 184c10-13
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Optatives in the Didactic Gospel

e = Cond.

(8) wg av elmol g, Umaye paBe, Cramer, Il, 272.15-274273. 4 /8. 52a12-14
FAKOKE BbI KTO PEKAB® HAH H NAOYYH CA®

e =Imper.
(13) O pr yévorrd mote, Cramer, I, 63:21-30 /13. 69b20-21 ke Ne BOYAH NHICOAHKE

(33) O un yévouto note, Cramer |, 63.28-64.9 / 152a9-10 // 0 NeMbiKe NHKOAH:KE Ne
BOyAH
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Optatives in the Didactic Gospel

¢+ |lexical

*(39) 10 6¢ molot mpodiitatl tolito elnov, pn mepLlepyalou- TTOAA yap TV
npodnTk®OV Npaviodn BLBAlwv: kal tadta ano {€k Mss} TAc lotopiag TV
Nopaetmopévwy dot tic v Cramer |, 18.18-19+34 - 19.1-12 //

° Kowmm AKe MPPLLN 0 CeMb PBLUA N MBITAU MBNOMbI BO KBNUMBI MOrbIBOLLIA MK -
N OVAOBL IECTh 0 CeMb BEA BT 187b08-13
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[SJS]
*(adv)

e easily, favorably

e suitably, beneficially, favorably,
usefully

e...(adj)

°ovAoEl tecTh With inf.ebkolov;
facile est

[Cpe3HeBckum, 1151]
e (adv)=id.

...(adj) — nerkmni, Bo3amoKHbl

‘T’RMh NAKASAETh BCA AKAH, KO BCE
ECTh OVAWEL Rov, ayie xouems Ez.
377:2 interp.

® NOOVURET S AAH NPPK'R OVNIOBATH K'h
MACTH B2KHH, R'hCE MO EMO\g N

OVAOBL C'hTROPHTH Amos 3:9 interp.
3nataHoBa 1998
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Optative, Future(s) and Modality: further scopes and questions

Greek Slavonuc

e Future e Future
o synthetic
o analytical (modal) constructions
e Conjunctive

o synthetic
o analytical (modal) constructions

e Conditional

* Optative ° potential

o volitive
o potential
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Thank you for your attention!

Ivan.petrov@univie.ac.at
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